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From this class, so far one question has completely resonated in, and fully occupied my mind: what is my work? It seems like a simple enough question to ask a student studying for their master’s degree, but I have never encountered a question that has been so difficult to thoughtfully answer. When I look at my work up until this point, I first and foremost identify myself as an artist. At second glance, identifying one’s work as that of an artist is just as broad and endless as saying one is a “thinker”, “writer”, or “philosopher”. From this answer, clearly deeper exploration of my work is needed. I suppose it is most difficult to define my work because I am not sure what path my field of interest (visual and community arts) may take me. My work, I have come to realize any profession I may take does not directly change or identify my work. Despite throughout my life, I will look and search for multiple different jobs, my work will always be in a constant state of metamorphosis as my concepts and understandings of community and art evolve.  With this in mind, my work has, and always will be focused on bringing an understanding of the arts to my community. 

I am currently holding a number of positions in my community, which surround and involve the arts. I am a marketing consultant for Out of the Blue Gallery in Cambridge, MA; I am a volunteer in the education department of the MFA, Boston, as well as a coordinator for the summer programs at the Arlington Center for the Arts in Arlington, MA. Most prominently, I have taken the position as a visiting artist for the Peabody school in Cambridge, MA. I have take the Community-Based Interview assignment as an opportunity to further explore what working as a visiting artist is like, and how important it is for community arts programs to connect with local public schools. 

Vivian Poey, one of my professors here at Lesley University, agreed to interview with me, as she taught both in public schools, as well as a visiting/resident artist. I was interested in interviewing Vivian for a few reasons:

1. She has held a number of teaching positions

2. She has a strong appreciation for the arts

3. She is a visual artist

4. She manages to teach an arts-based curriculum in many different forms

5. She is always able to find time for her own art

Personally, from what I learned from Vivian about her work, I found myself hoping that someday, I will be able to work towards a similar direction as she has. By interviewing her, I was able to gain insight to my artist in residency position at Peabody, as well as be able to gain a clearer perspective on how my work may evolve, and what I may expect from my community work.

In our interview, I asked Vivian questions, mainly pertaining to her artist in residency position. One question that I asked focused on the relationship between visiting artists and other teaching professionals at the school she taught at. I wanted to know how the school community accepted an arts-based curriculum coming from an “outside” artist. Her response to my intrigue was that teachers at her school were not incredibly open to the concept, and were more willing to give her the more “difficult” students to work with. Basically, at her school there was a tendency to put the “difficult” students in extra art classes to get them out of their hands, and simply in a classroom doing something. 

I suppose that it was an accomplishment to be able to reach a few students, but Vivian seemed to have felt that there were many restrictions put on her as a visiting artist, and that the students themselves had restrictions on what colors they were able to use in arts, as well as a restriction on what images they could produce. These restrictions, put into place to protect students, made it difficult for Vivian to gain complete trust of the students. Eventually, through nurturing and arts-based teaching, she was successfully in reaching out to students in her school.

Although I had asked many questions, this one stuck out to me most of all. If I am going to teach the arts to multiple communities, I am going to come across individuals who are not completely convinced by my teaching methods or ideologies. There are many different understandings (Literacies) of the world in which we live, and using the arts is a fantastic way for reaching many of those Literacies. What I learned from Vivian is that there is no harm in being creative. By sticking to my mission I will learn more about my work as it unfolds.

I hope to one-day bridge gaps in our schools as Vivian did. Hopefully, through my work at Peabody, I will be able to take the experiences of Vivian, and use them to be the most effective teacher I can be to my students.

